
Many animal diseases lack distinct clinical manifestations;
reports from pastoralists require further investigation

Resource constraints plague community wildlife health
surveillance initiatives, such as the cost of platform/app
design, training and verifying community reports

 

Community conservancies come with risks of disease
transmission between wildlife, domestic animals, and/or
people. This can negatively impact conservation outcomes
and poverty alleviation efforts. Pastoralists hold valuable –
yet underutilised – knowledge of wildlife health and disease
that can support animal health surveillance in community
conservancies. This study aims to identify opportunities and
challenges for including pastoralists in wildlife health
surveillance in community conservancies.

Scientific
name

Local
name(s)

Species
affected

Symptoms

Coenurosis
Ormilo

Sirko

Cow
Goat

Sheep
Camel

Zebra
Antelope
Gazelle

As described by pastoralists: circling,
problems with spine, unusual gait,

intense bellowing, spine and
emancipation

As described by vets:
lack of coordination, blindness, head
deviation, stumbling, and paralysis

Filariasis
Enkeeya
oo munyi

(ormonkoi)

Cow

Rhino
Giraffe

As described by pastoralists: lesions and
oozing or bleeding wounds on back, tail,

and near udder

As described by vets:
severe dermatitis (inflammation of the
skin), severe itching, skin that bleeds

easily

Peste des
Petits

Ruminantia
Olodua

Sheep
Goat

Buffalo
Eland

Impala
Gazelle
Giraffe

Warthog

As described by pastoralists: diarrhoea,
coat changes, full or partial blindness,

coughing, swollen gall bladder,
coughing

As described by vets:
dull coat, thick mucoid discharge,

coughing, depression, sores on mouth,
emaciation, diarrhoea

M E T H O D O L O G Y

There are concerns and biases about the reliability of
pastoralists’ knowledge of wildlife health and disease

Pastoralists may only report on wildlife health if benefits
are perceived, such as rapid response to disease
outbreaks by authorities
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Communities and Wildlife Health Surveillance

Pastoralists can reliably assess wildlife health and describe transmission routes between livestock and/or people  
Pastoralists’ knowledge of wildlife health and disease could help address gaps in wildlife health surveillance and improve
early warning systems for rapid disease detection and response 
Improved communication and collaboration between pastoralists and wildlife health authorities on issues pertaining to
wildlife health may  build greater support for conservation in community conservancies
Including pastoralists in wildlife health surveillance can further the health and data sovereignty of Indigenous communities 
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Key informant interviews, field
(walking) interviews, focus group
discussions
Participatory epidemiology tools

Disease listing and ranking
Transmission discussions 
Oral histories of disease

I M A G E  1 :  A N I M A L  D I S E A S E  
R A N K I N G  A C T I V I T Y

Establish a platform (e.g. WhatsApp) to facilitate disease
reporting and improve communication and between
communities members and vets 

Trial community-based monitoring of wildlife health
in community conservancies 
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