
THE
PASTORALISTS
ELDERS DECLARATION
AT NKUTUK E NGIRON



PREAMBLE

We, the Elders representing the Samburu, Turkana, Rendille, Pokot, Borana, Ilaikipiak 
Maasai, and Somali pastoralist communities, gathered at Nkutuk e Ngiron Community 

Recognizing the increasing threats posed by climate change, land fragmentation, 
+

Guided by our elders’ wisdom, our communities’ resilience, and the sacred responsibility 
entrusted to us by our ancestors, we hereby declare the principles, commitments, and 



The Elders’ Parliament is Paramount: We will fully recognize and support 
our elders’ parliament—such as the Naapo of the Samburu and the Dheeda 

Respect for our Customary Governance and Laws: Our customary laws 

Accountability for Law Breakers: 

Roles and Responsibilities within the Community: Elders, men, women 
+

Monitoring and Enforcement for Resource Protection: Our community 
laws will guide in the monitoring and protection of our resources, including 

+

1. PASTORALIST LIVELIHOOD, IDENTITY, AND LAND



We recognize that our indigenous knowledge has long formed the foundation of successful 

To uphold this legacy and ensure continued regeneration and resilience of our rangelands, 

Reviving Proven Planned Grazing Systems: by implementing strict set seasonal grazing 
+

Sustainable Harvesting of Natural Resources: through using traditional methods for 

Sustainable Water Management Practices: through using traditional water utilization 

Protection of Sacred Sites and Cultural Landscapes: through the protection of culturally 

+

utilization to continue undertaking their cultural practices like the Olamal among the 

Upholding the Principle of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC):  FPIC is our inher+

Investing in Rangeland Restoration:   through combining our traditional pastoralist prac+

including the construction of sand dams, reseeding of degraded lands, and water retention 
+

2. RANGELAND RESTORATION AND SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE
    MANAGEMENT 



Embracing Customary Dialogue:   +

Youth Monitoring and Empowerment: 

+

Promoting School-Based and Reality-based Education Pathways: +

+

Registration of Community Lands:  Securing land tenure is essential for safeguarding 

Complementary Livelihoods: To cushion families against climate change shocks and 
+

Embracing Technological Advancement: The future of pastoralism will be enhanced by 

Formation of a Pastoralist Association: 

3. THE FUTURE OF PASTORALISM, MOBILITY, CLIMATE CHANGE,
    AND TRANSBOUNDARY RESOURCES 



4. OUR WAY FORWARD: A CALL TO ACTION

engagements, seeking grazing access and 

manage emerging tensions, and promote 

We call for the training and capacity building 
of community groups  to be equipped with 
modern skills and their rights, to complement 
their traditional knowledge, and inform them 

+
+

1. Establish a Joint Council of Elders:   2. Capacity Building for Our Communities: 

We will begin documenting our indigenous 
knowledge and mapping our sacred sites, 

well as transfer knowledge to the youths and 

+

all undertakings in our lands must follow the 
principle of Free, Prior, and Informed Con+

The Joint Council of Indigenous Leaders, once 
established, will play a central role in guiding 
and supporting FPIC processes within their 

+
ency, accountability, and respect for pasto+

3. Establish a Joint Council of Elders:   4. Establish a Joint Council of Elders:   

To share knowledge and interact, forums to 
be organized to engage and learn from each 

5. Establish a Joint Council of Elders:   



This declaration is endorsed by community leaders representing the Turkana, Samburu, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF: 

ATTESTED AND WITNESSED BY :

National Government Institutions:

County Government:

Civil Society Organizations:

Written and recorded by: Done at: On:

(Isiolo and Samburu Counties)



Contact Us:
Karionga Village, Juakali Centre, Nanyuki

P.O. Box 499-10400, Nanyuki, Kenya

Tel: +254 722 663 090 / +254 724 540 669

Email: impactkenya2002@gmail.com


